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a lady of birth and good fortune, Villoiettee Begum,1 by whom he was not blessed with a son ; but he had other wives, one of whom bore him an heir, who at the present time enjoys the musnud of his father.
* Villoiettee Begum was beautiful in person, and possessed a heart of the most benevolent and rare kind ; her whole delight was centred in the exercises of those duties which her religion inculcated ; she spent much of her time in prayer, in acquiring a knowledge of the Khoraun, in acts of kindness to her fellow-creatures, and in strict abstinence.
4 It was her unvaried custom at meals before she touched a morsel herself, to have twrelve portions of food, selected from the choicest viands provided for her use, set apart for as many poor people ; and when they had been served, she humbly and sparingly partook of the meal before her. She was possessed of great wealth, yet never expended any portion of it in the extravagances of dress ; indeed, so humble was her appearance, that she might have been mistaken for the meanest of her slaves or domestics. It was her usual custom, whenever she purchased new clothing for her own wear, to lay in a large store for the poor ; and it is affirmed, by those who were long intimate with the family, that a supplicant was never known to pass her door without relief. She even sought out, with the aid of a faithful domestic, the modest poor who were restrained by their feelings from intruding their necessities ; and her liberal donations were distributed in so kind a manner, that even the pride of birth could never feel distressed when receiving her charitable assistance.
4 This lady was much attached to the duties of her religion, and delighted in acquiring instruction from righteous persons of her own faith. She showered favours on all the poor who were reported to live in the fear of God ; indeed, such was the liberality, benevolence, and unvaried charity of this good lady,
name in the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, became an independent State during the decay of the Moghul Empire. The line of Nawabs was founded by Muhammad Khan, an Afghan of the Bangash tribe. It was annexed by Oudh in 1749 and ceded to the British in 1801, on which event the Nawab ceased to be independent. The last Nawab joined the rebels in the mutiny of 1857. 1 Wilayati Begam, the foreign lady.